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GENERALED eLecTRIC

COMPANY
BENENECTABY, NEW YORK

WILLIAM D. COOLIDOE
SARATOR EueRTUS
AEREARGH (ARG AL TONY

October 30, 1970

Professor 8. Ilida
Department of Physics
University of Tokyo
Bunkyo-ku Tokyo
JAPAN

Dear Professor lida:

Many thanks for your aice letter of October 21, which arrived just
in time for the celebration of my 97th birthday,

My acquaintance with Yogro Kato started when I was doing research
work in Boston at the Massachuselts Institute of Technology and he was there
studying chemistry under Dr. Noyes.

From the very beginning I was fond of Xatn and felt that it would be
helpful to him if he could live with an American family during his stay in
this country, I discussed the mattor with friends of mine, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Stickney, who were then living in Waltham, Massachusetts which is
Just a few miles outside of Boston,

I then took Kato to visit the Stickneys, and they llked him so much
that, from that time, their home was also his home,

In order to learn something about his family relations In Japan, I
remember asking Kato ono day about hig sister — would he go out walking
with her? "Oh, no," he said, "= Japanese boy wouldn't do that," In probing
a little deeper, I asked about his relations with his father, He said that his
father seldom spoke to him without tears in his eyes. I took this to mean
that their conversations with each other were limited to very serious matters,

Idon't remwember meeting Mrs, Kaw in Japan, but 1 do remember

that, on learning of her husband's death, I sent her a letter of sympathy
(translated into Japanese).

My various meetings and all of my relations with Kato
were extremely pleasant and I deeply regret that my memory at 97
prevents me from doing better justice to the warmth of our friendship.

Sincerely,

William D, Coolidge
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